
Welcome!

newsletter
3rd July 2015 | Issue 5

It is difficult to believe that we are at the 
end of the academic year. However, it ends 
on a high note with the publication of our 
Ofsted report. We could not have asked 
for any more but beyond the outstanding 
grades in every category it was so pleasing 
to see how the report captured something 
of the spirit of the school: the strong sense 
of values, the inclusivity of the school 
community, the extra-curricular activities 
and the exceptional pastoral care.

The inspirational teaching and the 
exceptional outcomes can only be achieved 
with the support of an exceptional group 
of staff. The team ethos and the continuous 
drive for improving standards is what marks 
the school out and I would like to put on 
record my thanks to all the staff for the 
success they have achieved this year.

This newsletter gives you a flavour of the 
rich programme of events that enable us to 
finish the year on a high – I hope you enjoy 
reading about them. 

My best wishes for a safe and  
enjoyable summer break,

Mr. Foley

Send my friend 
 to School

On 24th June a coach set off early from Dorchester 
to take a party of DASP school children to the 
Houses of Parliament. They were taking a number 
of boxes containing work reflecting their views 
on the ‘Send My Friend to School’ campaign. All 
DASP schools had worked very hard to produce 
letters, pictures and 3D models on the theme. They 
had arranged to meet local MPs Oliver Letwin and 
Richard Drax to present the boxes; in the event only 
Mr Letwin was there to see all their hard work. 

In addition to meeting Mr Letwin, the children were 
able to meet British Paralympian and CBBC presenter 
Ade Adepitan who is supporting the Send My Friend 
campaign. The campaign highlights how, worldwide, 
58 million children are missing out on school. World 
leaders are meeting to discuss this and the campaign 
that allows our school children to have their say.

Keeping in touch
Would you like to receive this 

newsletter by email?  
Please contact:

admin@thomas-hardye.net

MUSIC & DANCE TOUR
THE RHINELAND - 

GERMANY
15th – 20th JULY 2016

please see music and dance  
departments for more information  

 The Thomas Hardye School
knowledge & truth

dance 
on the 

ridgeWay
The South Dorset Ridgeway 
Project involved eleven Year 
12 dance students creating 
a dance based on Maiden 
Castle. They went to Maiden 
Castle, explored the site 
and looked at the elements 
that they found interesting.  
Using improvisation in the 
studio, they created a dance 
over several lessons. This was 
performed at the South Dorset 
Ridgeway Festival at Prince of 
Wales School.

Year 12 student Rachel Smith 
said, “I learnt new skills during 
the project, the main one was 
using a live landscape to help 
create a dance. Performing in 
the round was another new 
skill that I learnt; this was a 
challenge, as the stage space 
was small and it was difficult to 
adapt to the setting. I enjoyed 
this project as it allowed to me 
explore new skills and create 
a piece of work outside my 
comfort zone.”

news in brief 
ED-ExTRA RE-LAunCH - Changes in the code of 
practice for Special Educational needs & Disability 
mean there is now a stronger emphasis on how 
subject teachers meet students’ needs within the 
classroom. The new department name and branding 
will reflect this inclusive ethos. Mrs Orchard will be 
the new team co-ordinator from September.

 Remember you can also follow The Thomas Hardye School on Twitter @thomashardye         www.thomas-hardye.net

futureS day 
Year 12 students have been given guidance about 
how to apply to uCAS and what is needed in 
their personal statements. They were supported 
by last year’s students, who came in to speak 
to them about their experiences during their 
first year at university. not all students apply to 
university, so there was also support about writing 
outstanding CVs and networking.

In addition, 40 different employers ran workshops 
about the world of work.  Volunteers came 
from JP Morgan, the nHS and River Cottage, 
to name but a few. Ex-student Tom Prior, who 
has recently had roles in the successful films The 
Kingsman and The Theory of Everything, shared 
his experiences in the world of acting and passed 
on advice to the budding actors in Year 12. 

http://www.sendmyfriend.org/
https://twitter.com/thomashardye
https://twitter.com/thomashardye
http://www.thomas-hardye.net/index.php
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end of Summer term: 
Thursday 16th July
Induction for Year 12 only: 
Wednesday 2nd September 
Autumn term starts:
Year 9  Thursday 3rd September
Years 10 & 11  Friday 4th September
Years 12 & 13  Monday 7th September
open for staff training only: 
Friday 23rd October & Monday 2nd November
half-term: 
Monday 27th October - Friday 31st October
end of Autumn term: Friday 18th December

key dates

The school calendar is online here

PathWayS 
fundraiSing
Year 10 Pathways Students 
have been raising funds for 
the Royal national Lifeboat 
Institute (RnLI).  

The students planned and 
organised a BBQ as part of 
their Asdan Course.  On 
Wednesday 24 June they 
cooked and served burgers 
and hot dogs to students and 
staff at school. 

On Friday 26 June, the 
students successfully 
completed a Tractor Driving 
Challenge at Kingston 
Maurward College.  
This was to demonstrate  
the skills they have  
developed since September. 

The total amount of money 
raised is not yet known, 
but is over £420 to date. 
Congratulations to all the 
students who took part. 

 art & PhotograPhy  
ShoW & WorkShoPS

The annual Art & Photography Summer Show is 
open daily during school hours until 9th July.  
Please take the opportunity to visit and see  
first-hand the brilliant responses and creative  
thinking of  Thomas Hardye students. 

The Art Department now also posts work on its  
very own Facebook page. The Summer Show, 
students’ work and visiting artists are all documented. 
Images from the recent ‘Fantasy Bugs’ print workshop 
for DASP Year 8 students, run by artist Sandra Stalker 
and aided by Susie Pearson from nAFDAS, are well 
worth a look. Please like and follow at:  
www.facebook.com/Art-Dept-at-THS

aSPiring mindS
Year 11 students have taken part in an 
enrichment programme for able students. 
The students attended seminars to challenge 
them beyond their GCSE subjects including: 
‘How can we determine Mathematical 
proof?’ and ‘Free will v determinism and the 
implications for moral responsibility’. 

Students completed the AQA Higher Project 
Qualification, an independent piece of work 
researched, written and presented with 
guidance from a supervisor. The projects 
were immensely impressive, showing the 
students’ independence, resilience and 
intelligence

Comments received as feedback include  
“The sessions were really interesting as  
they covered a wide variety of topics I  
hadn’t encountered before. It has helped  
me a great deal.” The programme will 
continue with the current Year 10. 

more than a token reWard
The final year’s reward trip waited for the best weather of the year. Twenty students 
from Years 9 and 10, who had achieved the most tokens in the last half term, took the 
train down to Weymouth. Finding a nice sandy spot, with enough room to swing a cat, 
and ensuring there were no jellyfish on court, they set up a rounder’s game. Stratford 
and napier were overcome by Trenchard and Henning, despite their best efforts.

Beach football, volleyball and the classic beach bat ball were all played on a beautiful 
sunny afternoon before heading up the beach for fish and chips provided by King 
Edward fish and chip shop. The students fully deserved this trip out: we look forward to 
seeing them continue to excel.

Thanks to all contributors for their help with this issue                                                                      Contact newsletter@thomas-hardye.net

http://www.thomas-hardye.net/pages/calendar/calendar_year.php
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Art-Dept-at-THS/821830094538771

